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that it would be of practical convenience to define, as far as
possible, the matters falling within this arrangement; the defi-
nition would include such matters as, for example^ the negotiation of
commercial arrangements affecting exclusively a Dominion Government
and a foreign Power\ complimentary messages, invitations to non-
political conferences, and requests for information of a technical
or scientific character. If it appeared hereafter that the defi-
nitions were not sufficiently exhaustive it could of course be
added to at any time.' (Pages 29-30 of the Summary of the
Proceedings of the Imperial Conference, 1930.)

It is now clearly recognized that the Dominions are free
to enter into direct negotiations with foreign Powers and
conclude with them such agreements as they think best,
independently of His Majesty's Government in the United
Kingdom.

The position in regard to these matters in India is very
different. Under section 44 of the Government of India
Act all treaties (political or commercial) require the
sanction of the Secretary of State for India. The Govern-
ment of India, if it desired to conclude a commercial treaty
to suit India's special requirements, would have first to
submit its case to the Secretary of State for India, who, if
he agreed, would have to secure the concurrence of the
British Foreign Office before any steps could be taken to
address the foreign government with whom the treaty
was proposed to be concluded.

There are certain commercial conventions with France,
Japan, Greece, and Poland which have been concluded
by the British Foreign Office on behalf of the Government
of India.

It is the practice of His Majesty's Government in Great
Britain not to include India within the scope of any com-
mercial treaty which they may decide to conclude with
any foreign country, without the express consent of the